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to James Palabay for his support, Gary 
Mayoralgo my sensei, Joyce and Carla 
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Tired of his boring life in Paris, Albert de Morcerf, the 
son of a wealthy aristocrat, decides to journey to the 
moon with his friend Franz. 


While enjoying the carnival in the moon city of Luna, 
Albert meets a rich and powerful man whom the locals 
refer to as the Count of Monte Cristo. Living in luxurious 
hotels, surrounded by beautiful women and body- 
guards, the Count easily fascinates the impressionable 
youth with his enigmatic charm. 


Before leaving for home, Albert promises to introduce 
the Count to the Parisian high society. However, 
unknown to him, his father once framed the Count out 
of jealousy and took his fiancee as his own. And now, . 
Albert's world is about to be shattered, as the Count of 
Monte Cristo returns to wreak vengeance on those who 
betrayed him to his doom.... 


Gankutsuou, a futuristic adaptation of Alexandre 
Dumas' classic Le Comte de Monte Cristo, is a dark 
dramatic tale of revenge and intrigue from the 
animation studio behind such hit series as Sentou Yousei 
Yukikaze, Last Exile, and Samurai 7. 


A recepient of the Notable Entry Award (Television) at 
the Tokyo Anime Award 2005, GONZO's Gankutsuou 
features an array of talents, including director Mahiro 
MAEDA (Blue Submarine No.6, The Animatrix), and 
character designer Hidenori MATSUBARA (Sakura 
Taisen, Aa Megami-sama). | 
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Oxford English Dictionary defines robot as an "apparently human | 


automation, intelligent but impersonal machine..." However, this A Legend is born... 


definition seems too simplistic and begs too many questions. 
Thus, the Australian Robotics and Automation Association said 
that the term robot has no standard definition. ARAA however 
suggests that a robot has "three essential characteristics: it pos- 
sesses some form of mobility; it can be programmed to accom- 
plish a large variety of tasks; and after being programmed, it 


Astro Boy was the very first anime to hit Japan. It first came out in 
black and white television screens during the 1960s. Пир to its pop- 
ularitu however, the series was re-animated this time in full color in 
1980. 

The story begins with the death of Dr. Tenma's son, Tobio who died 


Е is fo in a car accident. Out of despair, Dr. Tenma created a robot that — 
operates automatically”. But what happens when a robot is given would look like his son. But he soon realized that what he made 
a heart? Will it be regarded human or will it remain as just another would never became а real boy. In that moment of clarity, he dis- най 


form of human ingenuity? owned the robot and sold it to a circus troupe where it was named 


Astro Boy. 

The circus unfortunately was not a very “happy” place. Its ringmas- 
ter treated Astro cruelly. But during one of his performances a 
certain Ог. O’Shay noticed him, rescued him and took him in. After 
that, Astro’s life took a huge turn. From then on, Astro Boy 
embarked on adventures, fighting anything that would threaten 
mankind. 


From the godfather of animation Osamu Tezuka, comes the story 
of a kid-robot battling not only for the survival of the human race 
but also for acceptance from the people he is protecting. Today, 
robot technology has advanced to an astonishing level. It is during 
this time and age, that one doctor created a “special” child robot 
unlike any other. It is the robot created in the image of his son. 


4-4) 


Astro Boy reborn... 


After almost 23 years, Astro Boy returns once again to invade 
television screens and conquer the hearts of both the young and 
the old. Its 2003 version features a new story and number of new 
adventures for Astro and his gang. 

The new story begins with Dr O'Shay finding an abandoned robot. 
He reactivates the robot, brings it him home and treats it like a 
son. Despite having immense powers, his own freewill and heart, 
Astro suprisingly develops into a wonderful, obedient child who 
made lots of friends among humans and robots. 

During this time however, factions against robots and plots to 
destroy mankind begin to arise. Humans fear that someday 
robots might take over all the industries of the world especially 
since they are more efficient and skilled than most humans. All of 
a sudden, the once peaceful and progressive Metro City is dis- 
rupted. Powerful villains start to appear to wreck havoc in Metro 
City. But everything is not lost. During these desperate times, 
Metro City found a hero in the heart of a boy robot. Astro Boy 
came in to rescue and inspire hope to a city lost in turmoil. 


An Unforgettable Classic 

Astro Boy may be the oldest anime in existence but everyone 
otaku or not, young and old knows his name. It even opened the 
doors for Japanese animation to be recognized worldwide and paved 
the way for the mecha genre to create a solid fan base. 

The latest Astro Boy version may have had a bit of changes in its 
storyline but it regained the kind of heart that captured millions of 
fans across the world 23 years ago. 

Compared to the 1960 and 1980 version, the cinematography of 
the 2003 release is superbly done, thanks to the highly advanced 
techniques in animation developed today. Character artwork is more 
detailed that gave each character fluid movements especially 
during action and fighting sequences. The art for the background 
setting also experienced a dramatic change, especially that of 
Metro City. This and a lot more created a whole new level of excite- 
ment forthe anime. 


Just tell us why you love Astro Boy in 100 words or more “ 
you will get the chance to win 1 of 5 Astro Boy merchandise 


gift pack courtesy of Ventrio. 


You can email your entries: astrocontest@otakuzine-mag.com 
or mail it to: 


Astro Contest «о PSICOM 
#6 Yale St., Cubao Ф.С. 
Deadline: Sept. 30,2005 


ASTRO BOY: He is the first of a new stage in the evolu- 


Musical scoring and sound effects for the new version has also 
improved. Now we hear more realistic, appropriate and exciting 
sound effects unlike the quirky and “electronic” beats of the 60s 
and 80s versions [at that time digital music was still being devel- 
oped). The opening theme of the new may be more upbeat and 
modern but the old soundtracks especially the original opening 
theme song can still create an air of nostalgia for its solid fans. 
Astro Boy is no doubt one of the most influential anime in 
history. Though it is really simple and its episodes may not seem 
to correlate with each other, its vision sets it apart from the rest. 
Osamu Tezuka already saw the possibilities of humans and robots 
dwelling together in 1963, even before Steven Spielberg thought 
of Al. Tezuka already gave the world a thought provoking ques- 
tion through Astro Boy’s struggle for acceptance: will technology 
be our ally or will it destroy us? 

Overall, Astro Boy is one great anime with a lot of heart. It 
teaches you a lot of things about societal standards and issues. 
It generates the same effect it generated to its audience years 
ago, which is indeed the making of a true legend. So if you want 
to laugh, cry and soar high in the sky once again, watch Astro 
Boy and be part of a legend that will go on and on. 


tion of robots. Despite of his incredible powers, he never 
fights unless he has to. Astro, like most of the other 
robots, lives by the robot law that orders robots to help 
mankind by doing what is good. 


URAN: Astro’s younger sister. Like her brother, she also 
possesses super strength, but unfortunately is not 
liable to fly. Uran has the power to talk to animals and 
gets in some amazing adventure of her own. Sassy, 
bratty and full of attitude. 


DOCTOR O'SHAY: He is the best friend that robots have. 
He finds Astro and brings him back to life. And discovers 
sooner that Astro has special powers. The successor of 
Dr. Boyton in the Ministry of Science. A compassionate 
robot cist that makes him the father and mentor of 
Astro. 


a 


ATLAS: Originally a kind teenage boy but becomes rebel- 
ligus for his father’s neglect and abuse. He turns into а 
ranging battle bot out to destroy his father’s corporate 
empire and all of Metro City. 
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"Time binds the" seavan ошата а demon...." 


— Py Кай шы 
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irl with supernatural ро! 


Chrno € 1 
; | 


This manga based 24 episode series brings the highlight to а first-class dem ( 
hundred of his kind іп one blow. Chrno became the most ruthless demon ат аат 
Pandaemonium (the so-called-hell) but is actually a demon with a good caus Romper, 
reasons, he wanted to change something. Chrno doesn't want demons to d I 
again. This pathetic principle for a demon became the root of misunderstandin 

bestfriends' Chrno and Aion. Aion fought Chrno and managed to break his horn 
. able to seal his powers, thus turning Chrno's physical appearance look like аў 


they be able to.sayeoshua and and everybody else/from Ai reat and pay a very high 
‘Price for it? Will sheyfSunvive the test that will'surely ѕее опа their bond. There is only 
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Azmaria Hendric 


Azmaria was born in Fatima, 
Portugal, but she went to the 
U.S. at a very young age after 
losing both her parents in 
World War 1. She traveled 
across the country with a band 
of singers, until she was 
adopted by Ricardo Hendric, a 
demon tamer who wanted to 
use her powers to revive his 
dead wife Melda.Since the 
supernatural powers she has 
have always been a real 
source of despair for her, and 
the cause of many tragedies in 
her life, she has grown to be a 
very weak, submissive girl, 
afraid to fight for herself. 
Meeting Rosette and Chrno 
was a turning point in her life, 

1 and she is determined to 
change and become a brave 
person like Rosette, who she 
really admires. 


—— 
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Ап innocent Tom girl walks in a room surrounded by hundreds of terror- 
ists, an FN P-90 about half her body size in her hands. She mutters some- 
thing as she took aim and pulled the trigger. Within a few moments, dead 
bodies scatter everywhere, with blood oozing out from the freshly made gun 
wounds. Resounding silence fills the background as the girl looRs out, 
without any trace of regret. 


GUNSLINGER Girl is a 13-episode anime which fits such description. The story 
evolves around Henrietta, Rico, Claes, Angelica and Triela, normal girls who 
were taken under the custody of The Public Corporation for Social Welfare. 

They became mechanical prototypes after their close-to-death accident, 


and were given bodies invulnerable to bullets. As the experiment with their | i 


bodies and capabilities go on, they were continually brainwashed, their 
memories erased so that their emotions: pain, conscience and fear, woul 
diminish. Their ‘supervisors’ accompany them every step of 

the lethal combination of extensive manipulatic n 


reille Boquet ў 
із very hesitant when it comes to digging up her long 
forgotten past. She lives her life in the dark and 
business is her drive. But on that faithful day, a girl 
named Kirika Yumura seeks her presence and help 
in unveiling her past. Mireille is at first reluctant in 
helping but to her surprise, somehow, she finds out 
that her past is connected with Kirika. 


@rika Yumura_ 


finds herself clouded and unsure of 
her whole being. One day, she wakes 
up only to find that her past is locked 
up in a place, far away from her con- 
scious mind. The word “noir” is her 
only clue and her skills of being an 
assassin. She seeks help from Mireille 
Bouquet and together, they journey in 
search of her own past. 


h 
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Тһе term “noir” is a French word literally meaning 
vocabulary, black is darkness, depressing, aid t 
it be that the title speaks for itself. Noir, as Stoot kwo young women who 
| experience life extraordinarily. For ронка штига and Mireille Bouquet 
| their existence is а matter of living эру Shadows. Feared by many, they 
x walk down the road of Ў... and go by WG name “МО!К”. 


| Mireille Bouquet is considered AS a ProvessionkllESsessin апа little is 
{ known about her. She is a rufis pensonmwlyo had long ago closed theo 
to her past. Somehow, {пай цуе) і memory паа knocked оп herdoo 
| once again. Kirika Yumura seit nas her messagelseeking her help. Being] 
| hesitant at first, Mireille iSimovyedioyatinemmyste melody, куса along 
| with the message. 5ігапаеіўзпевабцеес е help with the conditio mj 
death at the end of their journey. With the могай пог asiKirika's Dy uo > [er 
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Clumsy, stupid, unreliable, shy. That's what Niwa 
Daisuke thinks of himself. As if that's not enough, 
he also has a weird family! On his fourteenth 
birthday however, he decided to change his fate 
forever and confessed love to Harada Risa. Unfor- 
tunately, Risa dumped him and said that what 
she really wanted was somebody "tall, dark, and 
dangerous". But destiny had something great in 
store for Daisuke. On that same day, his family 
revealed to him that he is іп fact the reincarna- 
tion of the phantom thief, Dark Mousy. Daisuke's 
DNA, reacts to love and passion. Whenever this 
reaction occurs, he transforms into Dark. Dark's 
mission is to steal known artifacts and seal its 
power. If he fails to steal the object that he is 
assigned to steal, he will stay in that form forever. 


DNAngel is an anime with an amusing plot and а 
very complicated love story. Daisuke likes Risa, 
but Risa likes Dark, Dark on the other hand likes 
Risa and Riku’s grandmother, while Riku likes 
Daisuke. And somewhere in the middle of the 
series, this love polygon will take an interesting 
turn, something you all have to watch out for! 
Aside from the fantastic storyline, DNAngel also 
offers an interesting rooster of characters includ- 
ing the archenemy Krad, which as the name 
implies is Dark’s opposite. Each character also 
has a certain degree of uniqueness that you'd 
learn to love all of them. In fact, even the villains 
are likable! Despite being more of a shoujou 
anime, DNAngel offers just the right dose of 
action sequences to keep the boys interested. 
Another thing to note also is that this anime is 


not too long or too short. In 26 episodes, the story 


is given its rightful justification and in the end 
loose strings are tied together. Aside from the 
one-of-a-kind story, what makes DNAngel really a 
must-see is its art. The combination of Yukiru 
Sugisaki's and some computer generated images 
is almost flawless and cute! 


All in all, DNAngel is a highly entertaining mix of 
romance, comedy, adventure and intrigue. So, 
what are you waiting for? Grab a copy now! 


[he Genetics of Love 


D*N*ANGEL 


By: Liz 


ugisaki Yukiru from Kadokawa shoten 


she might be Risa's identical 
twin but they definitely have 
different personalities. Riku is 
sporty and boyish unlike Risa. 
However despite her boyish 
front, she’s secretly in love 
with Daisuke. 


а 14 year-old boy who has 
been trying hard to change 
his impression of himself (a f 
clumsy and unreliable guy) | 
and prove that he is worthy 
of Harada Risa’s attention. 
He also happens to be the 
human counterpart of the | 
Phantom Thief Dark. 


е 
Uizu 
the cute strawberry-lover-rabbit-look-alike sidekick of 
Daisuke. But he’s more than just a fur ball. He transforms 
into the black wings that Dark uses to be able to fly. He has 
been passed on from generation to generation to every boy 
who becomes the phantom thief. (So how old is this fellow?) 


a.k.a The Legendary 
Phantom Thief. He steals 
known artifacts and seals 
them in order to break the 
curse bestowed upon the 
said relics. He lives inside 
Daisuke’s body. 


Daisuke’s classmate who is 
currently the Commander- 


in-Chief of the police head- 
quarters in-charge of going 
against Dark. This boy - 
genius is also the human 
counterpart of Krad. 


BEHIND THE MASTER’S MIND: 
GETTING TO KNOW 


VOSHIHIRO TOGASHI | 


BY JAIS 


YuYu Hakusho and Hunter X Hunter became phenomenal hits when they reached they 
aired on Philippine TV more than 3-4 years ago. Aside from providing genuine entertain- 
ment and large doses of laughter and tears, these series have also imparted valuable 
and unforgettable lessons about life and all its aspects to the Pinoy otakus. But only a 
very few know the person behind these wonderful animes. And it is my privilege to 
introduce him to all of you. 


Yoshirio Togashi the very talented mangaka from Japan, was just an ordinary guy 
who loves horror movies, videogames, fiction books and toys until he won one of 
Shonen Jump’s (a Japanese weekly comics for boys) new-talent contests. Since 
then, he gained numerous recognitions and awards including the coveted Osamu 
Tezuka Award. Togashi started drawing when he was still in Grade school. At that 
time, he was already making mangas for his own leisure. When he won the Shonen 
|... Jump competition, making mangas became his life and passion. 


MA 


During his first stint at Shonen Jump, Yoshihiro Togashi was still working on the “big- 
eyed, big-mouthed, screentoned art style of the 1980s” (just like that of Astroboy and 
other Tezuka Works). However, when he started working on YuYu Hakusho his 
drawing-style changed significantly. The screentone was replaced by an attractive 
minimalism. The faces and figures became beautifully detailed or cartoony, sketchy 
and jumping with action. With that style also, Togashi was able to create some of the 
most admired bishounens and bishoujos in anime history. 


22 © Yoshihiro Togashi / Shueisha / Studio Pierrot 
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Togashi's fondness of | ЧО 
horror films and occult- “ае зі s ы. 
ism and the influence of 
Н.В. біоег 5 work in the 
movie Alien is very 
evident in almost all of 
his work especially in 
YYH. In fact he said that 
he really enjoyed 
drawing the monsters 
and aliens in YYH. 
While doing YYH also, 
thinking up the bad 
guys was his favorite 
work. Unfortunately, the 
really evil ones couldn't [Other Yoshihiro Togashi mangas include: 


be published, so he Ркаті nante kowaikunail! (I'm Not Afraid of 
had to censor himself. olf!!), Ten de Seiaku Cupid (Wicked Cupid), 
The names of the char- level € and his first manga that won him a 
acters were something pot in Shonen Jump - Tonda birthday 
he whipped up on the gresent' (1986). | 
spot after skimming 30 to those aspiring mangakas out there, | 
ыз throuoh the dictionoru >re's а bit of advice from Yoshihiro Togashi: Bun 
and putting together 505 days a year, 24 hours a day, think of Я 
“Yusuke is prettu much а pun, апа Kuwabara is а com- the Kanji characters that ЭШЕ Im pads in terms of manga. Then © Yoshihiro Togashi / Shueisha, Fuji TV, Nippon Animation 
bination of the names of two pro baseball players. he likes. pin Se easy tojoecome e manoarortist. 


Hiei and Kurama are also just names that popped into 
mu head," he said. Іп a Togashi manga, the “serious” 
and the “crazy” are just two sides of the same coin. 
According to him, if a manga develops healthy uell- 
balanced children, “would you read it?” Despite 
having said that, showing the importance of family 
relationships and human ties without being sappy 
and corny remains one of Togashi's trademarks. He 
could pull hearstrings without giving his viewers 
goosebumps. Plus, the humor is never lost! 

The personalities of the characters in his second hit 
Hunter X Hunter are almost similar to that of YYH. The 
manga/anime also had tournaments and a lot of fight- 
ing sequences. 


This time however, there are only a few 
monstrous creatures except in the Greed 
Island series. 

But the fantasy aspect is not totally sucked 
out of it. In fact just like ЧУН, Togashi once 
again succeeded in creating other planes of 
existence which according to him is just par- 
allel to our world and which are fascinating, 
intriguing and very “real.” 


м 


XENOGAGA: Thé 
M 7 
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Xenosaga: The Animation, is an adaptation from the 1st installment 
of the popular Xenosaga series entitled “Xenosaga І: Der Wille zur 
Macht”. The year is T.C. 4767 (Transcend Christ 4767). Humans had 
abandoned Earth, which they now call the Lost Jerusalem and has 
now lived in space. Since the advancement of Nanotechnology and 
Molecular Bioengineering, humans have constructed a race of arti- 
ficial humans or humanoids known as Realians. These Realians 
have different types, from combat personnel to the 100-Series 
Observational type Realians. The latter has the capability of the 
phenomenon known as "the Hilbert effect" to combat the emerging 
threat which is the Gnosis. These Gnosis are beings or entities that 
have no clear explanation for their existence. The only known fact 
presented is that they are made up of sodium chloride, which is 
only ordinary salt, and water and such entities endanger humanity. 
Vector Industries had constructed an anti-gnosis android called 
KOS-MOS, which is also known as the Kosmos Obey Strategic Mul- 
tiple Operation Systems. Although others believe that the construc- 
tion of the android is likely to be obsolete due to advance 
technology and the mass-production of Realians, KOS-MOS has 
more firepower than your usual android. 


Xenosaga has a complicated plot as an anime due to the fact 
that the present plot is tied up to a larger plot. What is Zohar and 
why do other people want this mysterious object? What are the 
truths behind the Gnosis? What mysteries surround KOS-MOS and 
chaos? These are the few questions that usually pops-up when 
watching this anime. The animation is okay with a little bit of CG. 
Music and voice acting is good. Although the anime lacks character 
build-up but | would say that Xenosaga is not yet done on both the 
anime series and the game so characterization is a bit shallow as of 
the moment. It is advisable that one should play the game in order 
to understand the anime although not all questions can be 
answered with clarity because as we know that Xenosaga is an on- 
going interconnected series of games. Some mysteries cannot be 
answered as of now but who knows, maybe the answers to each 
mystery can be revealed as the game and anime goes on. 


© Namco Zenosaga Production 
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| It is the year 2012 and all of Tokyo is in a 
' predicament. In the midst of all the commo- 
tion, young Kamina Ayato lives his life nor- 
mally at the most. His mother who comes 
home only once in a blue moon barely talks to 
him. Not quite normal. But his life gradually 
changes from normal to unbelievable. 

A girl named Reika Mishima brings him to a 
place where Ayato, for the first time, encoun- 
ters the being named Rahxephon. Somehow, 

! Ayato is drawn to the strange power coming 

from Rahxephon. He becomes lifeless and 

finds himself waking up from that so called 
dream. 

“СА couple of men in black try to stalk Ayato 

but end up being beaten by a woman named 

Haruka Shitou. Ayato is astonished by the 
scene of blue blood coming from the bleeding 
~ men. Now, things have reached the line of 
being unbelievable. 

He later on discovers that his life is bound 
inside a world ran by the Murians, the people 
of the blue blood, inside the place called 
Tokyo Jupiter. He did not know one little bit 
of what was outside. 

Searching for answers, he takes a trip down 
‚ the road away from home and ends up joining 
TERRA, the organization that had taken the 
job of putting down the Murians. His little 
adventure is a long and winding road including 
his relationship with the mech called Rahxe- 
phon and the mysterious girl named Kuon 
who calls him by the name “Orin”. Will he be 
able to find answers by walking down an unfa- 
miliar road? 


© 2001 BONES • Yutaka 
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er of in the Shell: Stand Alone Complex j 


Zashi- The Legend of Magatama. In a world of samurais and swordplay 


It is year 
set in thet обо, Japan, a.famous samurai, Minamoto, known for his archery 
skills is of Bl Court to find the | згу magatama gemstones and save the 


85 to disease B и decides to undertake the journey in his 


Dtogi Zoshi unfolds its боз jordplay using a stylistic combination 
ion techniques and watercolo |5 to produce a distinctive visual style 
hly captivating. 


tery of the magatama legend is peeled away in a mixture of genres as it shuffles between 
арап and period drama settings. The plot thickens with politics, conspiracy, assassins, 
d destruction in light of the comparison between old and new. However, the main 
of the show is its numerous Intense action sequences that are based on real swordplay. 
Otogi Zoshi is a historic drama based on real facts and characters. 


e makers got it right with this spectacular series. From Productions |.G which also produced 
ely popular anime, Ghost In the Shell: Stand Alone Complex, Otogi Zoshi has CG 
t and perspective-shifting tricks that contribute to several fluid, dynamic fight 
d equally appealing dance sequences. If you like the thrill of Samurai Warriors, you 
by the visual impact of this dynamic series. 
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THE BOY LOOKED 
AT THE FURRY CREATURE 
AT HIS SHOULDER 
AND THEN LOOKED BACK 
AT LINKA AND SAISHA. 


4 SEE НІМ?! 
\ | WANNA KEEP НИЛ! ) 


YOU GIRLS 
CAN SEE HIM? А 


LOOKIE! m | 

HES 50 CUTE, М 857 6. NO! 
ISNT HE? S | ў | іт LOOKS 
дач | SO ICKY! 


WO KEEP HIM 
AWAY! 


‘CMON LITTLE CUTIE/N 
IM GONNA BUY YOU 
А NEW ICE CREAM! 


, НЕУ!! SB 
( GIVE HIM BACK! 


D wan 
\ POPCORN!!! 


RHAINE, YOU DI 
| 8 НАХЕ TO PAY 
|, THE VIDEOGAME 


HE JUST WANTS 
SOME POPCORN! 


YOU HAVE 
TO РАУ 
FOR THAT, 
LINKA??? 


| МО. THINK 


YOUVE НАР 
ENOUGH. 


HEY WAIT! 
WE WERE 
HAVING FUN, 
YOU CONCRETE 
BRICK! 


S i HELLO. 
ARE YOU LOST? 4 


I DONT WANT 
ANY TROUBLE 
FROM YOU TODAY. 


I THOUGHT 
| TOLD YOU 
TO STAY PUT 


We 
w = 
59 
% 9 
=> 
9* | 


3 2. © m i CHILDREN, 
LINKA, YOU CANT 1 2 ә. 2a BEHAVE... 
SERIOUSLY STILL BE ANGRY ‚ j 
WITH THAT GUY? 


PLEASE GO | 
QUT WITH AAE! 


WE HAVE A NEWCOMER. 
HIS NAME IS RHAINE GILES. 


GOOD 
MORNING! 


GIRLS, PLEASE GIVE 
RHAINE THE CHANCE 
TO CHOOSE A SEAT. 


I DONT REMEMBER 
TELLING HIM MY NAME. 


I HOPE YOU DONT 
MIND SITTING HERE. 


M THIS 15 THE ONLY VACANT SEAT LEFT. 


GOOD TO 
SEE YOU 
AGAIN! 


І DONT MIND. 
THANKS... 


BY THE WAY, 
THAT....WOULD BE 
YOUR PERMANENT SEAT 
FOR THE REST OF THE 
SCHOOL YEAR. 


2 
' 


а 

P^ YOUHAVE 
ЖА TO ВЕ KIDDING! J 
ШУ»... 


BE CONTINUED... 


1 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Promo Period: August 15 to November 15, 2005 
How to Join? 


И / All Smart Talk ‘N text, Addict Mobile, Smart KIDs, Globe Gizm8, Globe and Touch Mobile Pogt-paid & Prepaid subscribers can register and be a member of PSICOM 
DC Text community to receive updates, promos, discounts, ni es and announcement eir mobile phones 


Г or Smart subscribers send to 678 and 4 k Ч 
(lobe/Sun Cellular send to 2337 ў 


Mochanics: ғ | 
B) Step 1: Registration 


lex: DC REG <name,age,gender,complete add> send to access number 
Ex DC REG Amel B. Santos, 15,M,6 Yale St., Cubao Q.City 


the Electronic ЕА draw will be held weekly at Ace Digital main office at 144 Pinatubo Bid 
іх (6) months issues of either DC Superheroes or DC Kids. 
Potential recipient will receive Text notification or call by PSICOM CSR for verification. Verifi Ж | 


Бо st Mandaluyong City. Seven (7) names will draw 10 win FREE 
embers will receive their first FREE ISSUES of (DC 


perheroes and DC Kids) via mail on the following week. *No second time winner. 
Relatives first degree, second degree, affinity; consanguinity, employees of PSICOM, Ace Digita 
parties with involvement of this promotion are disqualified from joining the promotion. “ 
In cases your cell phone got lost ог wai t to блапде your of SIM Card and registration data infa y 


911-3196. ? 


Globe, mart, Agencies and Advertising, Printing company, or any | 


you тау Call PSICom Hotline Number 912-3085 / 


ms any liability for failu 


4 і 


0 receive or acknowledge the texter participants of arising from force majeure including Acts of God : 


Powered by Ace Digital 
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A little boy waEes up іп а hospital bed after getting involved іп ап 
accident that almost kills him. But the weird thing is, when he woke 
up, he was seeing see lines" everywhere he looked. It turns out that 
| he possesses an unusual power. The gaze of death, and the lines he 

| sees, when cut, would end up destroying the person or object that 

| the lines intersected. Weird huh? Well, it gets weirder. One day, he 
теё a lady that gave him a pair of glasses (He calls the lady 
teacher”). She said that he should never take the glasses off so that 
he could see properly and live a normal life but when the time comes 
that he needs to protect someone, he can take them off and use his 
power. That little boy is Shiki Tohno. 


IME 


уре-Мооп : A Production of Shintsuki 


The story begins with Shiki telling his classmate Ciel (which later on 
we'll find out that she's really a vampire hunter working for the 
church) about the mysterious deaths that are occurring all over the 
city. It seems the victims all have one thing in common, bite-like 9 
‘marks on their necks. Anyway, Shiki also tells Ciel that his father | 
passed away and was asked by Akiha, his sister that he has notisee 
for eight years, to live with her from now on. On his way to his new ` 
home, he sees a blond girl and suddenly gets the urge to slice her. 
He dismembers her and after that, faints. When he woke up he found 
mself in his house with his sister looking over him. He vaguely 
members about attacking the girl and dismisses it only to be a 
dream. 


As it turns out, the girl he dismembered was really a Primordial 
vampire named Arcueid Brunestud. She.survives the brutal attack 
and takes interests in Shiki's abilities (after all, not everyone can 
slice a powerful vampire into pieces). Arcueid goes after Shiki and 
befriends him. Arcueid tells Shiki that the Proselyte vampires аге 
the ones who are responsiblevfor the deaths that have been occurring 
іп the city recently. She explains that there are two kinds of vam- 
pires, Primordials and Pfoselytes. Primordials are like spirits; they 
are apart of nature mselves. Proselytes are human victims of the 
ргітогаіа!5. Primgfdials don’t usually suck blood because they don't 
need it to survi it for fun hence the birth of proselyte 


but some 
. Анёйеіа'5 missio. to kill all the proselyte vampires that 
15 havoc i ity and so together with Shiki, they set 
mate all t pires that аге creating havoc in the city 


arci he truth Shiki's family that has been kept from 
for years. 
? 


Personally, I find'thisa ally weird and confusing and yet very 
Interesting because it hasa unique way of presenting itself. The 
anime is presented mostly through the use of flash backs which for 
me, although it can be a bit confusing, gives the anime an edge. The 
fighting scenes aren't that impressive and not so gory like other 
vampire-related anime series. But whatever this anime lacks it 
makes up in the story. I mean, its not everyday you stumble across 
an anime about vampires and a geeky-looking kid with murderous 
powers and also, its very amusing to watch Shiki deal with his oider 
sister who keeps trying to train him to their way of living (imagine a 
normal kid who becomes filthy rich over-night! Ooohh so many. 
adjustments.. O o). So there you have it, Tsukihime is unique anime 
definitely worth watching to if ever you get the chance to watch 
this, don't miss it! 


UJ 
іл 


ane sakuraiwilliwitness the flow of time... 
it] has also withessedicountless farewells. 
fis а transient Поет Ате the flowers 
e here... To protecitheymemories of the 
eople, they blossomagain in this returning 
pring.” 


Boys Be narrates the Goming-of-age 
хрепепсе5 of several Japanese high school students 


At first, | OUGHT that А ЖАПЕ Was yUStsanother, 

heesy and boring story. о оу 29 реорепаТоуе in high 

hool. But абет атоо е thitteen*episode series, | forever 
hanged туд па. Meare inan ШУДО Воу5 Ве is like а scrapbook. 
Lis an еха@ е tapesitay Olememories, experiences and all the 
SSONS n аран: КҮ; Noionlyxabes it contain an inspiring 
ollection СЙ Ое Suit also presents an interesting way 
if ое 9} & L9 


Куоїсїї апа снвай, ІНЕ Ес спаГасіег5 аге portrayed 
5 the Couple iransition They Mee dood mienas since they were 
(ас480 етеу the разіпаБеа енн ае поз towardieach 
ШЕШ Ве While welicllowsnewdevelopment of Kyoichi 
MKS таў ыгу, we Gre те тос мене friends -who 
ine Broo ig һауе thej own HONESTO Tell. Boys Be Шат 
NOW Ша COntiQUing love СфтотсЕфФЕсашве ессһ episode ЕЕ 
Кап (ЭГОШО |у síciric] On) оуул, пецэасіпа 15 generally laid- Jam, ^ 
iare апак елке Perfect Баа се between tunny and 
ouening гпогпэпіў, 
ЛАП гі Опе IB Glen. апа erispa Though 
ПЕГЕТ ТЕТІ маша адуд леп ondlbishonós, it remains 
TTS VET АА ae General mood of the animation 
ОКТ а Дә а уза ТАТА just ПОВ Гог the story. The 
inire smevwiiastantastieissundtraeidThe opening 
ind closiricy terres cire у Д езге 
нае уе BOYS BE ара fom animes 
ИЕТ апа Nostalgic alr is а is told 
ЯТОПУБР ӘӘ al еу rather than that of a girls’. It is 
esi OMe 2ФУБ рп О What We think only girls 
lo: soori MO VCTSSONI COMED WON ео ее “check 
ШЕЕ аатта оша! аауагестп! We are given 
5533 19 Уус joes or ва male's brain when 


уза Boys Ве is ап апігпе that's both classic and fresh. It is exciting 
Incholic. There тоу be a hint of cliché but its story remains a beauty. 


if You want to walk down the memory lane again, let Boys Be hold 
d and take you there: 


% —ТО JAIS, for holding ту hand... 


Metropolis is a city of two contrasting worlds. The main city of Metropolis 
is a utopian society where its people (the Thinkers) are able to live their lives without 
fear or restraint. Underneath it though, a group of people called the Workers live in 
terrible conditions. Even though they built and maintain the city, they are nothing but 
‘slaves to a corrupt governed 


etropolis plans to rule the bye 
_And thus A col 

uk 5 son Rock. Seems to despise 
cessfully destroyed the laboratory 


e her bu t failed to destroy 
“перпеч гога Japane Ө, 


the wrath of === Trapped- unde 
bond despite the f nat Kenichi 


с comic book by Astroboys' crea or, O 
[ele ed it under the production of Metropolis Co 


m 
‘Metropolis has very deep emotions that will n 
xa чыў W 
Every character has a distinctive element апа. uni 


with you after dann it. 


тепаа < 
Ñui ТЕП LI 


i 


BI 


The character designs are typical Osamu Tezuka styles (Kenichi = Astrobo 

| The use of jazz music and saxophones in some scenes will let you think that 
Metropolis is indeed New York City in the future. Another plus factor is when they 
use the song “I can't stop loving you" after Rock push the button to self-destruct 
the Ziggurat (foward). After watching that scene, | noticed that humans are really 
controlled and bounded by emotions. Should we be grateful for the said emotions? 
The answer is within your reach...watch this movie! 
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© 2001. Tristar Pictures.Inc.All Rights Reserved 


© Yu Watase / First published in Japan by SHOGAKUKAN Inc. All rights reserved. 


The story begins with twins Aya and Aki Mikage. On their sixteenth birthday, they find out about 
^ curse that has been plaguing their family for centuries. The curse is that in every generation, a female 
member of the Mikage clan awakens inside of her the goddess Ceres when she turns sixteen. Ceres is a 
fennyo or a heavenly maiden who has a longstanding grudge against the clan. By taking over the body of 
the female who awakens her, Ceres brings death and misfortune to the family. And so in the past centuries, 
the clan kills all the girls in their family that awaken Ceres as a precaution. Incidentally, Aya Mikage inherits 
(he curse, Her family tries to kill her. Fortunately, Aya was able to escape and found solace in the arms of 
her new group of friends, Together with her friends, Aya struggles to put an end to the family curse, get her 
old life back, and most of all, be reunited with her twin brother Aki who at that time is being held captive the 
Mikage Clan. 
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Just like Yuu Watase's first anime Fushigi Yuugi, Ayashi no Ceres is also based оп an enchanting 
legend called the legend of the tennyo. According to the legend, a long time ago a fisherman saw a 
heavenly maiden bathing on the stream. Enthralled with her beauty, the fisherman steals and hides her 
eelestial robe, the very thing she needs to able to go back to heaven. Without it she will be trapped in the 
mortal world. The fisherman then tricks the tennyo into marrying him with a promise that he will someday 
return the robe. In the story of Ayashi no Ceres however, Ceres believed that whoever will get her robe is 
the right man for her. And indeed he came in the person of the very first Mikage ancestor. He stole both the 
горе and Ceres' heart. They got married and had a wonderful family together. Ceres even shared half of 
her power to Mikage. However, as time passed Mikage wanted more power even at 
Ihe expense of his own family. Ceres, aware of the trouble her husband might 
create asked for her robe back. Mikage never returned the robe even after 
Geres’ and her children's death. As a result, Ceres put a curse to the 
female descendants of the Mikage clan. She will return and continue to 
hunt the family until her robe is given back to her. Aya Because Aya 222 
inherited Ceres' curse, she is tasked to find the robe and return it Z | 
Ceres. Along the way, she meets Tooya, a guy who looks as mysterious 
ав his unknown past. Together, they embark on a journey to find Ceres' 
robe and some clues to Tooya's past. 


Ayashi no Ceres is one series that has 
enough twists and turns that will keep you 
constantly at the edge of your seat. It is also 
full of mystery, romance, suspense and 
intrigue that will keep you hooked into it. 
The art and animation is also superb. 
Ihe character designs resemble 
зоте Fushigi Yuugi characters like 
Aki who resembles Amiboshi / 
Suboshi; Aya who is a 
combination Miaka and Yui; 
and Tooya who is the splitting ~ 
Image of Tamahome. 
Nevertheless, the Ayashi 
no Ceres charaGiers 
still very attractive: І like 


ceneyes and purple 
hair makes her an image 
of elegance, beauty and 
power, 


All in all, Га say 


“Акі Mikage 
; í 
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Splattered blood, mild nudity and spilling guts: If you want to see such things in a coolly brutal anime, 
Ша бОХСКАЎЕ is the one you're looking for. It is a sophisticated 26-episode anime series, which also features 
vidi game-like scenes, horrendous creatures, tons of gun-shooting moments and mind-bugging twists that would 
Іш its watchers asking themselves ‘How did that happen?’ 


It’s main character is Brandon Heat (who then becomes known as “Beyond the Grave’), former best 
(Най of Harry McDowell. Both grew up in the same, unknown vicinity where they act as punks, stealing and 
ПОШ е people for fun. Maria, the star in Brandon's eyes, is a young lady living with her protective foster-father 
1 Jester has connections with Millenion, a powerful gang. A conflict ensued between Deed, a local small- 
ИШЕ and Brandon and Harry’s little gang after a little stealing incident. The conflict became larger when Mad 
Оо ааа, a fearsome criminal who happens to be Deed’s brother, came to town and created havoc against Harry 
andiBrandon's team, and with Millenion, a big-time gang led by Big Daddy. 


Everything screws up, and the turn of events led Harry and Brandon to join Millenion, and Maria to 
Іш Mider Millenion's supervision. Eventually, competition ensues between the two. Harry kills Brandon, a 
Ие гасе move so that he could take leadership instead of him. Brandon becomes alive again as a doctor 
Іш сей to him a drug called ‘Seed’. He then vowed to search for Harry to have revenge. He then faces 
Millfnion, Ladd, other gangs, the undead, vampire-like creatures, monsters, and the likes. 


GUNGRAVE's theme is easily detectable: It’s all about vengeance and 
Шоп. What make the series awesome аге the sound effects, eerie music, the 
*upgib visuals and its characters. The interaction and tension between the characters 
ге оттоп among people these days, hence, the viewers could easily relate. 


The creator of GUNGRAVE, Yasuhiro Ni gtow (who was also known 
ік maker of Trigun), made another great story as he applies apocalyptic and 
Іші еа to add to the maturity of the series. Like Hellsing, it mainly focuses 
in (ШІ, violence and brutality. It also focuses on how underground gangs exist 
lo eliminate one another, how rivalry ensues from 
ІЗТІШІ occurrence and how best friends could 
үе Ша Шу be each other's worst enemies. 


АП in all, GUNGRAVE is an 
МУУ wonderful and tremendously 
'^egilent anime, which removes 
innfliturity, adds bits of reality to 
її у, and combines violence with 
\һ Бе reasons to immense, lethal 
Ісі спез5. It’s worth watching, 
ура у, when you're in a 
па mood. 
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It all started one night when a high school student, Kei Kusanagi, 
suddenly saw a whirlpool at the middle of the lake and a strange 
| light floating in mid-air appears in front of him. A day later, he dis- 
| covers that the alien he saw the other night is his new teacher, 
Mizuho Kazami. So anxious to keep her identity secret, the two falls 
into a series of events that leads to their marriage (thanks to Kei's 
^ ж. 
3 


uncle). Quite a secret to keep ^_ 


ased on the manga illustrated by Shizuru Hayashi i 

‹ acher has а heart-warming р that feather. its E. Аы 

Ithough the comedy factor isn't really effective, it's fun to watch 

specially that cute yellow pet (?) of Mizuho's. This is one of the 1 

`w animes that Гуе watched that has a polished art throughout 

he whole series. For some reason, some animators get tired at the 

Middle of the series and the animation turns out really nasty. It 

as excellent and detailed background, not to mention cute and 

Қ Bondy e pop оше. With the awesome background music 
D rs 1 ы < 3 

E oar Price 52 its unique plot will surely make Onegai 


In addition to that, Kei has a disease called “Stand Still” 
$ where his body undergoes a state of false death whenever 
he's depressed or highly emotional. One stand still puts 
him into deep sleep for three years. Because of this, he 
decided to start anew by living with his aunt and uncle and 
transferring to another school. He is actually 18 years old. 


O PLEASE! / BANDAI VISUAL 


P Eora 


| жай starts quite normally, where а high school 
| student, Tokiha Mai just transferred to Fuuka Gakue, - 
_ а unified school from primary through senior high ` 
| school. As she takes up the life of being a high school 
student, Mai hears of the school’s bizarre “rumors” in 
addition to the already bizarre crowd of students. 
Mysterious phenomenons occur frequently on campus, 
| including reports of appearances of monsters. In а 
strange encounter with a little girl that wields a 
| sword as high as her and another girl that uses a gun 
and can summon a wolf-like creature, Mai soon 
| learns that she has the abilities of being a HiME, an 
acronym for Highly Advanced Materializing €quip- 
ment. НІМЕс, also known as Valkyries, have the 
| ability to materialize objects from photons. They аге 
| distinguished by a red birthmark and can see a red 
| stor in the sky. They have the power to summon а 
| "Child" which serves as their guardian to help fight 
the mysterious monsters that come from nowhere, 
which are called Orphans. To have this power, a HiME 
must put their most treasured possession in the 
line---- simply put, if their Child dies, their most 
important thing would disappear also. Their Child is 
also linked to the НІМЕ5 by mythology and their char- 
| acteristics. For example, Moi's child, Kagutsuchi, is 
based from Honokaguchi, which is the god of fire in 
Japanese mythology. Honokaguchi is motherless, just 
like Маі. But as the story goes deeper, it appears 
that the Orphans are only tests to prepare the HiMEs 
for a higher purpose--- where only one HiME should 
live in the end. 


Mai HiME is 26-episode series, directed by Ohara 
_ Masakazu. It is loaded with action, drama and 


. mecha that would surely be a notch above the rest of | 


| the other animes thot come from the same genre. 


| 
Al- 


By Ksatria 
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| i Ever wonder why they say that high school is the most 
| unforgettable part of a persom's life? It is because during this time 
we begin to explore ourselves. We begin to createrour personalities, 
set standards and suddenly become conscious ot;the things that 
surround us. We also begin paying attention to е (Opposite sex and 
start seeing them as more than playmates and теп ut what makes 
High School really different is that it is during ths that we first 


©AQUAPLUS/KSS 


feel our heart beat, іп a sweet and mast ехе е. A cadence 
that's both painful andsweet and Somethin Ка: we enjoy 
һеагїпа. ) а” 

То Heart is ап anime whose stor ves around the 


lives of Hiroyuki Fujita and his friends as they Walk through the not 
so-predictable, rugged but most thrilling pathi ЕКЕН School. teshaws 
how a single event, like a changeyin the seat planog the witnessing 
of a demonstration of a Black Magic Club, changes а person's life 
forever. 
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Агца however, is unaware of the threat to her worlds until 
the Council of Gods reprimands her for her inaction. 


With Arua’s work and position as Creator 
threatened, her lover Junon, at first tries to 
counter the evil of Hebarn with his own 
power. However, that was not enough. 
So he decides to create seven humans“ — 
imbued with his powers and sends / 2-7” 
them to the first world. Through their efforts they were able 
to prove Arua’s innocence before the Council of Gods. 


When her first plot foils, Hebarn comes up with a new one; @ 
this time accusing Arua of not managing her creatures Ç | 
well, thus causing the darkness to spread among the й | 
worlds. Again, with Junon's пер, Arua wins the сазе. Ніз efforts gives Arua some 
time to deal with Hebarn's treachery. 


p. So finally, to bring Hebarn's plots to light. Arua creates Visitors to help 
They are sent to Junon, where their story begins. 


Like the multi-faceted rose in The Little Prince, The seven planets of ROSE Online have many 
| aspects: beauty and passion, danger and romance, plots and planets. 


The colorful, vibrant environment and its fascinating creatures draw explorers to visit the аа of 
| ROSE. But those who are captivated by its beauty must also be wary of the thorns hidden within. 
| Fierce monsters reside in ROSE and danger awaits visitors in their journey. 


б“ Укы a 


Everyone starts out аз а newbie Visitor, adventurers 


| The gods’ story revolves around Arua, Junon and Hebarn. It begins when Arua is designated the 
|| Creator Goddess by the council of gods. She then starts the creation of the seven planets based o 


| seven aspects of her mind. Here she to house the gods. ) Visitors end up in Junon without any memories of 


their identity or their purpose. To survive in the world 
of Seven Hearts, they will encounter many dangers. 
A visitor may choose a job once he or she reaches 
level 10. 


| However, Arua's ascension to Creator enrages the other gods. One of these is pius v pe of 
her rival Arua's ascension to Creator, she subverts the Council's wishes and manages to e d | 
copy the Creator powers, which she then uses to corrupt the seventh planet and spread her darknë 


| to the other six. 


- з /— Level Up! inc. © 2005 Publi 


Basic Information : 


i іпе і i i Visitor, and to take an 
The ultimate goal in ROSE Online is to discover your heritage as a V , 
Active part AE destiny of the Planets of the Seven Hearts (as the inhabitants T ШЕ рў 
Planets call it) as the main story unfolds. Depending on what yourfind out and what you do, 
you may either be involved in the main story or create your own tale. 


* You can equip any weapon regardless of your class, as long as you meet the меароп 5 
requirements. | i 

. All jobs have access to ranged weapons. ; 

• Qualification requirements of weapons are dependent on one stat. 

° All stats are important and contribute to a character's effectiveness. 

* Movement rate varies. ч 

* Walk and run speed are selectable. 

* All equipments are visible. | 

. Highly а. look with common clothes, class clothes; and 

guild uniforms. | 

е Three different attack animations per character, per weapon. 


= M б & J 
* Monster difficulty sorted by color. d 4 Чый NS 2/15 EX ЖЕ M 
* Realistic game economy that adjusts according to supply ап ШИА М = EN ; A | 17% 
demand. Ë = ao = ы. {ИУ 
* Quest-driven Unions are run by NPCs. у 2- M" 


4 am 


ig System 


the Tuning System, players can tame and use monsters in combat if necessary. They 
Iso craft, repair and customize machines like Castle Gears or motorized Carts to suit 
leeds. Characters are infinitely customizable: the system is designed for players to 

op thein'characters in every way they want. There are several unique items: Castle 

; (designed for castle sieges), Carts (motorized vehicles for easy and convenient trans- | 
ion) and Flying Ships (making interplanetary travel possible). Ву allowing users to craft | 
air those items themselves, they can get a sense of accomplishment when they play the 


System 


makes ROSE 1655 tedious is the fact that its leveling system doesn't rely solely on 
ig-and-slashing- ROSE is full of quests. The guest system of ROSE Online is driven 
ically by those who play it Many parts of the дате аге not set in stone but influenced 
yers. Кет prices, the frequency of monster and boss monster appearances and weather 
>s of planets аге can all be influenced by the actions of players. Also the game will 
rack of your character's accomplishments: the completion of story-changing quests will 
orded in the History Book of ROSE Online which will be available at the game website 


ter date. Thus, the player can be known as a legend among the members of the ROSE 
community. ў 


Sony Pictures Entertainment Networks recently 
sponsored a group of select media to the 
annual ANIMAX SUMMER FESTIVAL ODAIBA 
2005 held last July 9, 2005 at ZEPP Tokyo, one 
of the world’s largest live music concert halls 
where artists throughout Japan and the rest of 
the world gather to perform. With a capacity of 
over 2,700 people, ZEPP is located within the 
compounds of Palette Town in Odaiba — an 
enormous “themed city” complex, encompass- 
ing amusement attraction areas, shopping 
malis, live music arenas and a lot more. 


The media tour was рагі of АМІМАХ 5 bid to 
locally popularize Japanese anime, including 
the highly anticipated premiere of Initial D 
Fourth Stage — a blockbuster anime series for 
car racing aficionados and now a movie 
starring Asian superstars Jay Chou and Edison 
Chen. Incidentally, Sony Pictures recently 
confirmed that the local version of Initial D will 
feature the voices of 2004 Karter of the Year 
and real life racer Matteo Guidicelli as wonder 
drifter Takumi Fujiwara and FHM's Sexiest 
Woman, Angel Locsin as his leading lady, so 
viewers should watch out for this huge 
announcement heard first on Otakuzine. 


During the live concert, MOVE certainly set the 
audience оп fire with their energetic. sound, 
with tracks from Initial D like Dogfight,. Ghetto 
Blaster, Noizy Tribe and Gumble Rumble. For 
fans who missed this spectacular event, watch 
out for the premiere of Initial D Fourth Stage 
this October only on ANIMAX. 


JAPAN 


| "never settle for one form of music, but alway. 


The concert promptly started at around 6; 
30PM; with theme songs from popular anim 
series Mobile Suit Gundam, Mobile Suit Ze 
Gundam, Inuyasha, Eureka Seven an 
popular favorite Initial D — blasting тот th 
giant amplifiers surrounding the concert hall: 
The last performance was led by popula 
Japanese rock band, MOVE, which motto i 


pursue something otherwise.” MOVE was 
formedsin. 1997 by band leader T-Kimura, th 
beautiful Yuri (vocals), and the energetic Mot: 
(rap). The trio fuses dance beat with aggres 
sive rock to produce a unique sound that give 
Initial D—based оп Shigeno Shuichi 
manga—the feel of speed. №15 thought tha’ 
one of the reasons behind the series’ succe: 
is how the band’s music syncs with the visua 
to provide the adrenaline rush. It is MOVE: 
complementary sound that helps make Initial 
a top “battle anime” to watch. 


Т! 


ЛЕП MUSEUM TOUR 


ourse, a trip to the land of Astroboy and Gundam 
never be complete without a visit to one of its most 
ilar anime museums.The Ghibli Museum in Mitaka 
is a one of a kind museum about animation. it was 
ited around the stories and the characters Studio 
Жї animators and directors have created. Fortu- 
ily, it's not a Totoro theme park but designed by 
ao Miyazaki, the studio's top director, from the 
ind up as a museum to show how the magic of 
vation is all put together. 


іо Ghibl's films have 


^n praised worldwide by 


‚ме critics. for their class 
! depth of design. Hayao 
azaki and his colleagues 
9 long placed product 
ye marketing. and. toys. 
ically, Disney, the 


ipany they turned to for 
ісе and experience іп 
keting films no longer has 
:nimation department. 


Fans of Studio Ghibili's films will immediately recog- 
nize the design of the museum building as reminiscent 
of Miyazaki's films. It is simply a delight to wander 
around and look at the little bits of detail. The 
museum's displays are only written in Japanese but 
the museum is а mostly visual experience so this 
shouldn't deter anyone from visiting. 


| making of display) uses a series of models of characters 


=— lights hit the spinning models and suddenly it looks like cat 


Step inside the Cat Bus 


Upon arrival at Studio Ghibli, expect to see a giant Totoro manning the fake reception 
booth past the gates. Take a look up at the roof of the reception area because its 
covered with a gorgeous mural and if you're a serious Ghibli fan take three long 
breaths and calm down. You've got a whole building to explore. 


The lower floor of the museum tells the history of animation 
and the science behind it with the use Ghibli's famous 
characters. The most interesting display (it has its own 'the 


from Totoro which are spun around at high speed. Stroke 


busses are running around a tree. 


After, you can check out the large open space and look up 
the show times at the theater. To enter the theater you need 
to present your ticket which they stamp to prevent people 
from watching twice. 


The second floor is Miyazaki's idealized animation studio 
brought to life. It is really a large art gallery crammed into a 
small space. The walls of the studio are simply plastered 
with hundreds of Miyazaki's sketches and watercolor » 
paintings. It's a visual overload at an extreme and it's hard ` 
to even take in half the pictures there. The section ends with 
= а description on how all these drawings are turned into an 
animated feature. 


top floor has a temporary gallery, the cat bus playroom and the gift shop. You can also take the stairs to the roof 


look at the statues from Laputa. 


Ghibli Museum is a very unique and memorable experience. It's an all-round solidly designed museum that will 
eal to adults and children alike. Since the museum's emphasis is not on the history but the art of Ghibli films 
1вопе who has never watched their kind of anime will enjoy it just as much as someone as who has a complete 


ection of Ghibli movies on their shelf. Take my word on it. 


э ANIMAX Japan Tcur was sponsored by SPE Asia Networks in cooperation with Sony Pictures Japan and PR Asia 
;rldwide Communications Inc. For more information, visit the ANIMAX website at www.animax-asia.com. 
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"Ame ga yandeiru." - "The rain stops 
falling" said KUROSAKI Ichigo after his 
fall from a battle between him and 
ABARAT Renji. A line that will definitely 
keep him survive on his journey to save 
Death God KUCHIKI Rukia. But wait! 
*sound of a rewinding tape* I think we 


are missing a decent introduction here... 
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© The Kubo band person / The Shueisha Publishing Со. Ltd. TV Tokyo Channel 12, Ltd. - dentsu + Obtain 


PS BLEACH А ВІТ 


ROSAKI Ichigo is the main character of the story. А 15 yr-old, orange-haired high 
01 freshman who can normally see ghosts. His huge spiritual force made him 
his own family a favorable target of HOLLOWS (fallen, evil and vengeful spirits). 
leads to a chance encounter with the existence of a female "Shinigami/Death 
KUCHIKI Rukia. With our hero's desire to protect his own family, he accepted 


job as a substitute "Soul Reaper" endowed upon by Death God Rukia. Same with 


ey, with great power comes great responsibility... Ichigo must now not only 
ect his own family but also the innocent ones and must help conformed souls 
to their destination: Soul Society (it is referred to our language as "going to 
en"). 


lapan, at the time of this writing the latest episode running is оп 32nd series. 

bf things already happened including our hero's discovery of his true abilities, 
to call his Zanpakuto (Soul Slayer's blade) and now his responsibility to save 

fa. І won't go further into details so as not to spoil things here. Personally, I give 
anime а good recommendation for those who like action/drama/comedy style. 
рріпе local TV stations might have there eyes on this one too, so let's wait and 
Otanoshimini! ^_^ 


Platform: Play8tation Portable РЭР 
Developer: Sony SCHI 

Format: JPN (Japan) 

No. Of Players: 1 - & players 
Region: Compatible with all regional 
(UK/US/JAPAN) PSP. 

Genre: gD Fighting 

Origin: Made in Japan 

CERO (ESRB): All Ages 

Release Date: March 24, 8005 


my hands on this new game developed for PlayStation Portable of what is called "PSP", 
BACH Cat of the Soul) toe PSP is the first cell-shaded 3D fighting game released in 
Japan last March 24, 2005. This game uses the Universal Media Disc (UMD) (а newly devel- 
oped compact, high-capacity optical dise, which is the storage device for the PSP handheld 
entertainment system). The story line was based on the anime of the same title, where Іпа | 
ав a normal high school kid becomes а Shinigami to fight hollows and to protect his own 
family. Playing it for real and watching for the first time including its opening movie clip, І. 
вап say that it is pretty impressive. Here I provided some few screenshots taken from my Я. 


PSP. 
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ds to playable characters you can basically choose among KUROSAKI Ichigo, 
ааа орзуе Uryu, ORIHIME Inoue, YAUSTORA Sado (Chad) and the hidden char 


acter ABARAI Renji. 


BLEACH TWINKLING STARS 


GRAPHICS: 4 stars out of 8 i 
Again it is pretty impressive as it is the first cell-shade 5D fighting game for PSP. In still; the cell- 


і - in motion, graphios 
shading is as gorgeous as with other cell-shaded home console games although 
oe gets jagged, but that does not disturb you from enjoying the game. 1 like the 
videos/clips because.of its smoothness, They really get it to work well with PSP hand held 


machine. 


onl 


| OUND: 4 stars out of 5 ~ 


\ this is a Japanese game, we expect it to be reading Japanese menu eto. But in the сазе of this 


‚ ne. The "comic/manga" style in story mode is the only part you need translate from Japanese 
c English. Missions are the same to defeat your enemy, so pretty easy. And best of all, this game 


в sound quality is good. With the headset plugged into my ears, the difference of a CD quality 
m this one is unnoticeable. Good background music (BGM) and it supports original voices from 
в animation, 


ГМ FACTOR: 3.5 out of 5 
joy different modes of game play plus four different 3D environments. As written earlier, six 
yable characters are within your hand. Although this seem to be less, compared to-home 

18016 games, we are dealing with portable gadgets here. Or okay if it is not a &ood excuse then, 
us say that when the time this game was released, the running episode evolved only to these 
racters enough to justify the game play. 


lock hidden games, movies, and trading cards loaded into Appendix mode of the game. Hosted 
Kon (a modified konpaku or soul, that takes in charge of Ichigo's body while he is in a duty as 
nigami). Kon really add some cute roles, which I urge you to see. Funny, 4_~ 


TERNATIONALIZATION: 5 out of 5 


ne all menus are well written in English, which means you won't have any difficulty playing the 


egion free that you can play it in different versions of PSP. 


‘inal word, you won't be disappointed with the game play. It stands-up as the first 3D 
ng game in PSP, but you have to accept that playable characters are less and lack of 
more of the extras we might want for a typical game. Unless you will become a Bleach 
ou will also find this game a good keep. ^ — 


IITIONAL VOCABULARY: 

о = strawberry fruit 

gami = combined word of "shinu" (Death) and "kami" (God) 

oshimini — to look forward with enjoyment 

Society — place where purified souls can relax and grant them everlasting peace 


a NOTE: 
The review author is in no way affiliated with SCEA, SCEI or PlayStation.com and expresses 


his/her own personal views. PSP and UMD are properties of SONY. Trademarks, product 


паг es and company names mentioned herein are the property of their respective companies 
or owners (who legally hold their respective copyrights). 


© Sony Computer Entertainment Inc. 


New anime mag wow!I really love to read it thank you for featuring Flame of Recca now I 


have an idea on what happen in that series. Hey why dont you add some anime songs. 
Arigato 


fanimart 


Tes spa 
Ф М 


hie|_gaara@yahoo.com 


you have to thank Lan, i must say he did finish reading the whole manga and watch the 


Anding episode of flame of recca that was taken from the PS 2 Game. Credit also goes to 
kouzen128. 


Нео! You're Mag is soooooooooo Great!!! I love It Very Much!!! Your manga is too Cute! 
Well, I have nothing to complain about! Keep up the good Work Guys!!! 


^y^ sakura via email 
thank you very much! credit goes to our Manga Team. 


hl guyz! it's nice to know na may bago na namang otaku magazine ( a filipino-made that 
18) haha! it's as if fate has brought те to ur mag, grabe nung nkita ko sya natuwa tlga 
‘ko’... nice work! ala po bang freebies??? like posters and stuff? hehe... sana u can update 
us тог upcoming events like anime conventions... ska new anime sna Igi ang features nyo 

` hope na sna mag tagal kau!!! keep up d good work!!i'll support u all d way! 


kaoruhimura_gulz via email 


freebies?!? this coming issue 2 we will include of Gankutsuou poster and a contest where 
you can win an astro boy shirt and a levelup goodies. 


olakuzine is really great (vol 1)... i mean, hey, it's not everyday that i bump into an all- 
Anime magazine you know... the articles were nice (though i didn't like THAT picture of 


"9: Die-san won something in AQ 2003, am i right? I was there and i even watched the act 
ihat made the FFX cosplayers win the group cosplay...^^ 


nomatchka via email 


yep, she won best in female and third runner up. 


Congratulations to Michelle Gacuscan. 
You just one for yourself an anime 
audio cd. email us on how to claim your 
prize. 


thanks to all of you guys who bought our 1st issue. That's all for now i hope you enjoy our 
ind issue as much as you like our 1st issue. By the way i would like to take this opportu- 

Му го thank Jonathan James Ong and Cyril Maloles for helping me out in this issue. ariga- 
tou. Logging Off! 


We here in Ozine know how to recognize and honor talent and creativity. That is why we 
provided the fan art page to enable otakus both young and old to express their creative 
side. you may email at: fanartGotakuzine-mag.com і 

or тай it to: Otakuzine Fan Art с/о PSICOM Publishing 

#6 Yale St. Cubao Q.C. 


email us: otakuzine@otakuzine-mag.com 
аг snail mail us 

nail Mail c/o otakuzine magazine 

16 Yale St. Cubao О.С. 


Dennis "ukiya" LJy 


general manager 
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